ORDINANCE 2022- “ )

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WALTON CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 10, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION:;
ESTABLISHING ARTICLE I, SECTION 10-03. — BURN BANS;
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR
NOTIFICATION; PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR ACTIVATION
AND DEACTIVATION OF A BURN BAN; PROVIDING FOR
EXEMPTIONS, APPLICABILTY, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners finds it necessary for
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of and visitors to Walton County to amend Chapter
10 — Fire and Protection of the Walton County Code to establish procedures for declaring an
active burn ban;

WHEREAS, Chapter 10, Article I, Section 10-3 was reserved for expansion within the
Walton County Code;

WHEREAS, in Resolution 2011-24, the Walton County Board of County
Commissioners determined it to be in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare to
establish an organization of the Walton County Fire Departments/Districts to be known as the
“Walton Fire Council” to act in an advisory capacity to the Board;

WHEREAS, the Walton Fire Council has provided guidance and approval of the
amendments to Chapter 10 — Fire and Protection of the Walton County Code;

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Walton County Board of County
Commissioners that Chapter 10 — Fire and Protection is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 10-03. — Burn Bans.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this Section:

(1) Board: The Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida.

(2) Burn Ban: The prohibition of any and all open fires during certain drought conditions
except for those expressly permitted, or exempted, by this Section or Florida Statute.

(3) County: Walton County, Florida.
(4) Chief Fire Officials: The Fire Chief of the county, and of each municipal, or special-
district fire service provider located in Walton County who are authorized under

§633.118, Fla. Stat. (2021) to enforce the Florida Fire Prevention Code and all rules
prescribed by the State Fire Marshal within their respective jurisdictions.

(5) Walton Fire Council: An advisory committee established by the Board of County
Commissioners (Resolution 2011-24) to serve in an advisory capacity to the Board to
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promote unified methods and actions in providing Fire and EMS education, prevention,
and emergency response activities necessary for the preservation of life and property
by fire or any other disaster within the county. Advisory committee members are the
Chief Fire Officials representing the county and each municipal or special district fire
service provider located in Walton County.

(6) Fire Danger Indexing: The Wildland Fire Danger Index (FDI) tool provided by the
Florida Department of Agriculture. This wildfire risk stratification tool is useful to
help predict local wildfire danger on any given day. This indexing is broken down into
five (5) levels of escalating wildfire risk.

Low wildfire hazard conditions: Fires are not easily started. Fuels do not ignite
readily from small firebrands, although a more intense ignition source, such as
lightning, may start fires in duff or punky wood. Fires in open cured grassland
may burn freely a few hours after rain, but fires burning in forested areas spread
slowly by creeping or smoldering and burn in irregular fingers. There is little
danger of spotting.

Moderate wildfire hazard conditions: Fires start easily and spread at a moderate
rate. Fires can start from accidental causes, but with the exception of lightning
fires, the number of starts is generally low. Fires in open-cured grassland will
burn briskly and spread rapidly on windy days. Woods fires spread slowly to
moderately fast. The average fire is of moderate intensity, although heavy
concentrations of fuel may burn hot. Short-distance spotting may occur but is not
persistent. Fires are not likely to become serious, and control is relatively easy.

High wildfire hazard conditions: Fires start easily and spread at a fast rate. All
fine dead fuels ignite readily, and fires start easily from most causes. Unattended
campfires are likely to escape. Fires spread rapidly and short-distance spotting is
common. High- intensity burning may develop on slopes, or in concentrations of
fine fuel. These are conditions which may warrant consideration of a burn ban.

Very High wildfire hazard conditions - Fires start very easily and spread at a very
fast rate. Fires may start easily from all causes, spread rapidly, and intensify
quickly. Spot fires are a constant danger. Fires burning in heavy fuels may
quickly develop high-intensity characteristics, such as long-distance spotting.
These are conditions which may warrant consideration of a burn ban.

Extreme wildfire hazard conditions: The fire situation is explosive and can result
in extensive property damage. Fires under extreme conditions start quickly,
spread furiously, and burn intensely. All fires are potentially serious.
Development into high intensity burning will usually be faster and occur from
smaller fires than in the very high danger class. These are conditions that warrant
the activation of a burn ban.

(7) Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KDBI): a measure of drought conditions commonly
used to predict the likelihood and severity of wildfire. It is calculated based on rainfall,
air temperature, and other meteorological factors and is an estimate of soil moisture
deficit. A high soil moisture deficit means there is little water available for evaporation
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